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The University of Pennsylvania’s (Penn’s) Division of Facilities and Real Estate
Services announced today its newest tenant at Pennovation Lab, Interius
BioTherapeutics (“Interius”), has signed a 17,743 SF lease advancing cell and gene
therapy research at the Pennovation Works innovation ecosystem.
Interius is the ideal tenant for the Pennovation Lab which was designed for
companies who are graduating from the incubator phase having secured earlystage funding and need a state-of-the-art flexible lab facility to help advance their
research. Interius, co-founded by Saar Gill, M.D., Ph.D., Associate Professor of
Medicine at the University of Pennsylvania, is developing new ways to engineer
cells inside the human body using next-generation delivery technologies. Interius
aspires to transform cell and gene therapy through direct patient administration
of genetic medicines to generate therapeutic immune and blood cells.
“Opening our first laboratory on the Pennovation Works campus allows us to
remain in close proximity to the company’s scientific founder, Dr. Saar Gill, and to
Penn’s world-renowned leadership in cell and gene therapy. We are excited to
grow Interius on a historic site in Philadelphia, continuing the tradition of
innovation that started here in 1865,” said Phil Johnson, MD, President and CEO
of Interius BioTherapeutics.
Since 2016 when the University of Pennsylvania opened the Pennovation Center,
the cornerstone of the Pennovation Works development, incubating companies
born out of Philadelphia’s educational and medical institutions have been
flourishing on the campus. The Lab building, Philadelphia’s premier multi-tenant
lab and R&D facility, was built to further the innovation ecosystem and allow
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graduating companies to grow in place. The Lab building boasts 65,000 square
feet of scientifically advanced wet and dry labs and office space, attracting tenants
with its highly desirable location adjacent to Penn and positioned in the heart of
the Pennovation Works campus. Lab tenants can combine 2,000 square-footmodules to customize their own unique suite.
“The Interius team started its journey in an Inventor Garage with a few lab
benches at the Pennovation Center, and in a matter of months, expanded into the
Pennovation Lab building. Supported by their Series A raise, the company’s
growth over the past few months has been meteoric, and we are delighted to
support the team as it grows within our ecosystem. We are currently designing
their expanded labs with a targeted completion this winter,” said Anish Kumar,
Managing Director of Pennovation Works.
As a tenant, Interius Biotherapeutics has access to building amenities, which
include a two-story lobby with a seating area; dedicated lounge space complete
with a kitchenette; glass wash and autoclave; and facility for dry storage.
Additionally, Lab building tenants have access to Pennovation Plaza, Cafe and
Pennovation Works events and services.
About Interius BioTherapeutics
Interius BioTherapeutics is an early-stage biotechnology company expanding the
potential of cell and gene therapy by developing next generation delivery technology
based on inventions from the laboratory of Dr. Saar Gill at the University of
Pennsylvania. Interius’ lead programs are initially focused on treating hematologic
malignancies by leveraging their proprietary platform to generate chimeric antigen
receptor (CAR) T cells directly in vivo.
Additional information about Interius BioTherapeutics is available at
www.interiusbio.com.
About Pennovation Works
Pennovation Works is a distinctive blend of offices, labs, and production space
developed by The University of Pennsylvania to link the intellectual and
entrepreneurial initiatives necessary for advancing knowledge and generating
economic development. The master plan articulates a phased approach, with initial
activity focused on-site improvements and renovating existing buildings including the
2016 completion of the Pennovation Center, a business incubator that provides lab
space and acts as a hub for collaboration and the exchange of ideas for innovators from
all disciplines.
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The 23-acre property adjacent to Penn's campus accommodates state-of-the-art facilities,
researchers, entrepreneurs, and industry partners solving real-world problems and
translating inventiveness into viable ventures. By grouping facilities for innovation,
technological development, and artistic production/exhibition, Penn envisions a
multifaceted workshop for harnessing and commercializing the tremendous creative
potential in the region.
Additional information about Pennovation Lab is available at
www.pennovationlab.com. For more information about Pennovation Works, visit
www.pennovation.upenn.edu.
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